In twenty-four hours after death, I was allowed one hour to examine the chest. On opening the pericardium, I was remarkably struck with the dimensions of the heart, being nearly double the natural size. In this cavity there was a quantity of dark-coloured blood. The principal vessels leading from the heart much enlarged. When the heart was removed from the body, I found a small, irregular opening (evidently a rupture) leading out of the right auricle, about three-eighths of an inch long, through which the dark-coloured blood had escaped, and which was no doubt the cause of death. The sides of this auricle appeared quite flabby, and easily gave way to pressure under the fingers. The ventricles were healthy, although their parietes were rather thicker than natural. None of the valves ossified. The foramen ovale closed, and the coronary veins loaded with black blood. The lungs appeared quite healthy.
